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Prevent avoidable exposure before approval

Safe Separations | Victorian policy brief | 22 September 2026

Public consultation draft. Safe Separations campaigns for mandatory separation between retail petrol stations and
sensitive uses. Independent scientific and planning-law review remains pending.

The decision requested

Establish a joint Planning-EPA-Health process to develop mandatory, two-way separation between petrol stations
and homes, schools, childcare, hospitals and aged care. Publish the evidence basis, identify the amendment pathway
and consult on enforceable siting and operating requirements.

Why prevention belongs in planning

Petrol stations can release benzene and other volatile compounds. IARC classified automotive gasoline as
carcinogenic to humans in 2025. Residential childhood-leukaemia studies provide grounds for concern, although
estimates vary and do not establish one universal safe distance. [36] [33] [25]

Vapour recovery reduces releases from the processes it captures. Tank vents, spills, leaks, delivery practice and
equipment condition still need attention. Siting and control obligations should work together. [21] [47]

Victoria already has planning requirements and environmental duties. The examined Industrial 1 Zone's 30-metre
condition concerns permit exemption, not an absolute statewide health exclusion. Effective reform must address
operative use and referral provisions together. [41] [42] [43]

A practical framework

• Cover new stations near existing or approved sensitive uses, new sensitive development near stations and material
expansions that increase emissions or exposure.

• Set a binding minimum and require greater separation or additional assessment where site conditions warrant it.

• Define measurement points, protected uses, competent authorities, EPA referrals and public reasons.

• Require commissioning, maintenance, functional testing, records and clear responses to faults.

• Assess regional access, land availability, compliance costs and transition arrangements.

https://www.iarc.who.int/news-events/iarc-monographs-evaluation-of-the-carcinogenicity-of-automotive-gasoline-and-some-oxygenated-gasoline-additives/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41621616/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/34652533/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/30292117/
https://www.epa.nsw.gov.au/Your-environment/Air/reducing-motor-vehicle-emissions/vapour-recovery-service-stations
https://planning-schemes.app.planning.vic.gov.au/MERRI-BEK/ordinance/33.01
https://planning-schemes.app.planning.vic.gov.au/MERRI-BEK/ordinance/53.10
https://planning-schemes.app.planning.vic.gov.au/MERRI-BEK/ordinance/66.02
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Consultation options and next steps

Test the numbers; make the protection enforceable

50 metres: proposed minimum floor for covered new developments. 100 metres: proposed default for 24-hour
stations. 300 metres: proposed assessment area, not an exclusion zone. WA Health's differentiated recommendations
are one Australian policy reference; the proposed settings are not demonstrated universal health thresholds. [39]

Technical consultation should compare a uniform 100-metre minimum, throughput-based categories and alternative
assessment areas. Credible exposure pathways can warrant assessment beyond a nominal area. No distance
guarantees zero risk.

Commitments to seek

Government: nominate a lead team and publish a consultation and amendment pathway. EPA and health
authorities: contribute current guidance, exposure evidence and representative control-performance data. Councils:
identify implementation experience and enforcement needs. Specialists: test the scientific and legal basis
independently.

The proposal concerns new development and material changes. Existing residents need effective controls and
investigation of problems; the campaign does not seek automatic closure of every existing station.

Evidence and status

The September desk review is advocacy-led, AI-assisted and single-reviewer, with some abstract-only assessments.
It does not quantify Australian attributable disease or claim a completed exhaustive systematic review. Unresolved
evidence and implementation questions remain visible in the public research library.

Research and original sources: safeseparations.org/research-review/

Detailed consultation proposal: safeseparations.org/proposed-reform/

Selected sources

IARC gasoline assessment (2025) [36]; Brizard et al., Quebec cohort (2026) [33]; Mazzei et al., Swiss study (2022)
[25]; Hilpert et al., tank-vent emissions (2019) [21]; NSW EPA, vapour recovery [47]; WA Health, service stations
and sensitive land uses [39]; Victorian Planning Provisions 33.01, 53.10 and 66.02 [41] [42] [43]. Numbered
references are clickable links to the original sources.
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